
 
BLUE EARTH CITY COUNCIL 

SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 
FOR THURSDAY, MARCH 25TH @ 5:00 P.M. 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 

 
The Blue Earth City Council will be holding a Special Council Meeting on  
Thursday, March 25, 2020 in the Council Chambers at City Hall at 5:00 P.M.  

 
 
 
                The agenda will consist of the following: 
  
 

1.  Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance 
 

2.  John Huisman Recall Petition 
 

a.  Signatures and Affidavits  
 

b.  City Charter 5.13 - 5.18 
 

c.  Resolution 21-09 Holding of a Special Recall Election  
 

3.  Adjournment 
 

 
 
 
 
 

                 By Order of the Mayor  

                 City Administrator Mary Kennedy 

 

                 Post @ City Hall - Monday, March 22, 2021 to Thursday, March 25, 2021 

                 Distribute to - Mayor & Council members - Media & file 

 

 



 
 

ordinance), a copy of which ordinance is hereto attached.  the proposed repeal is sponsored by the 
following committee of qualified voters: 
 

Name     Address 
 
1.                                                                                                                        
2.                                                                                                                        
3.                                                                                                                        
4.                                                                                                                        
5.                                                                                                                         

The undersigned petitioners, understanding the nature of the ordinance hereto attached and 
believing it to be detrimental to the welfare of the City, petition the Council for its submission to a 
vote of the qualified voters for their approval or disapproval. 
 

Name     Address 
 
1.                                                                                                                        
2.                                                                                                                        
3.                                                                                                                         
 
SECTION 5.12 REFERENDUM BALLOTS - The ballots used in any referendum election shall 
conform to the rules laid down in Section 5.08 of this Charter for initiative ballots. 
 
SECTION 5.13 THE RECALL - Any five (5) qualified voters may form themselves into 
committee for the purpose of bringing about the recall of any elected official including City 
Councilmembers and Board of Public Works members of the City. The committee shall certify to the 
Clerk-Administrator the name of the official whose removal is sought, a statement of the grounds for 
removal in not more than two hundred fifty (250) words, and their intention to bring about this 
recall. A copy of this certificate shall be attached to each signature paper and no signature paper 
shall be put into circulation previous to such certification.  The Petition shall require the greater of 
two hundred fifty (250) signatures of qualified voters or ten percent (10%) of the total number of 
qualified voters who cast their votes at the last election. 
 
SECTION 5.14 RECALL PETITION - The petition for the recall of any official shall consist of a 
certificate identical with that filed with the Clerk-Administrator together with all the signature papers 
and affidavits thereto attached.  All the signatures need not be on one signature paper, but the 
circulator of every paper shall make an affidavit that each signature appended to the paper is the 
genuine signature of the person whose name it purports to be.  Each signature paper shall be in 
substantially the following form: 
 

Recall Petition: 
 

Proposing the recall of                          from his office as                              which recall is 
sought for the reasons set forth in the attached certificate.  This movement is sponsored by the 
following committee of qualified voters: 



 
 

 
Name     Address 

 
1.                                                                                                                        
2.                                                                                                                        
3.                                                                                                                        
4.                                                                                                                        
5.                                                                                                                         

The undersigned qualified voters, understanding the nature of the charges against the 
official herein sought to be recalled, desire the holding of a recall election for that purpose. 
 

Name     Address 
 
1.                                                                                                                        
2.                                                                                                                        
3.                                                                                                                         

At the end of the list of signatures shall be appended the affidavit of the circulator. 
 
SECTION 5.15 FILING OF PETITION - Within thirty (30) days after the filing of the original 
certificate, the committee shall file the completed petition in the office of the Clerk-Administrator.  
The Clerk-Administrator shall examine the petition within the next five (5) days, and if he or she 
finds it irregular in any way, or finds that the number of signers is less than greater of two hundred 
fifty (250) qualified voters or ten percent (10%) of the total number of qualified voters who cast their 
votes at the last preceding regular municipal election, he or she shall so notify one or more members 
of the committee. The committee shall then be given ten (10) days in which to file additional 
signature papers and to correct the petition in all other respects, but they may not change the 
statement of the grounds upon which the recall is sought. If at the end of that time the Clerk-
Administrator finds the petition still insufficient or irregular, he or she shall notify all the members 
of the committee to that effect and shall file the petition in his or her office. No further action shall 
be taken thereon. 
 
SECTION 5.16 RECALL ELECTION - If the petition or amended petition is found sufficient, the 
Clerk-Administrator shall transmit it to the Council without delay, and shall also officially notify the 
person sought to be recalled of the sufficiency of the petition and of the pending action. The Council 
shall, at its next meeting, by resolution, provide for the holding of a special recall election not less 
than thirty (30) nor more than forty-five (45) days after such meeting, but if any other election is to 
occur within sixty (60) days after such meeting, the Council may in its discretion provide for the 
holding of the recall election at that time. 
 
SECTION 5.17 PROCEDURE AT RECALL ELECTION - The Clerk-Administrator shall 
include with the published notice of the election the statement of the grounds for the recall and also, 
in not more than five hundred (500) words the answer of the official concerned in justification of his 
or her course in office. Candidates to succeed the official to be recalled shall be nominated in the 
usual way, and the election shall be conducted as far as possible, in accordance with the usual 
procedure in municipal elections. 



 
 

 
SECTION 5.18 FORM OF RECALL BALLOT - Unless the official whose removal is sought 
resigns within ten (10) days after the receipt by the Council of the completed recall petition, the form 
of the ballot at such election shall be as near as may be: "Shall               be recalled?", the name of the 
officer whose recall is sought being inserted in the blank, and the qualified voters shall be permitted 
to vote separately "Yes" or "No" upon this question. The ballot shall also contain the names of the 
candidates to be voted upon to fill the vacancy, in case the recall is successful, under the caption: 
"Candidates to fill the place of                     if recalled"; but the official whose recall is sought shall 
not himself be a candidate upon such ballot. If a majority of those voting on the question of recall 
vote in favor of recall, the official shall be thereby removed from office, and the candidate who 
receives the highest number of votes for his or her place shall be elected thereto for the remainder of 
the unexpired term. If the official sought to be recalled resigns within ten (10) days after the receipt 
by the Council of the completed recall petition, the form of ballot at the election shall be the same, as 
nearly as possible, as the form in use at a regular municipal election. 
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