BLUE EARTH CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA
FOR MONDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2019 @ 5:00 P.M.
COUNCIL CHAMBERS
1. Call To Order by the Mayor.
1.1 Roll Call.
1.2 Determination of a Quorum.
1.3 Pledge of Allegiance.
2. Meeting opened to the Public.
2.1
3. Approval of the Minutes.
3.1 Minutes from the Work Session and Council Meeting of Tuesday, January 22, 2019.
3.2 Minutes from the Special Meeting of Monday, January 28, 2019.
4. Licenses and Permits.
5. Correspondence.
5.1 Library Valentine’s Day Tea
5.2 Jarin Smith Resignation BEFD
5.3 Nick Mattsen Resignation BEPD
6. Public Hearings.
6.1 Animal Control/Potentially Dangerous Designation Hearing
7. Reports from Staff Members.
7.1 City Attorney, Frundt & Johnson, Ltd. (Frundt)
a. Update on Officer Bonin Situation
7.2 City Engineer, Bolton & Menk, Inc.
a. Resolution 19-02 Ordering Improvement
8. Reports from Boards and Commissions. (See attachment in Committee report section).
8.1 Library Board Liaison (Cole).
8.2 Economic Development Authority Liaison (Scholtes & J. Huisman). Meeting 2-14-2019
8.3 Housing and Redevelopment Authority Liaison (Scholtes). Meeting 2-11-2019
8.4 Senior Center Board Liaison (Cassem). Meeting 2-12-2019
8.5 Faribault County Fitness Center Board Liaison (Erichsrud). Meeting 2-14-2019
8.6 Board of Public Works Liaison (Warner).
8.7 Other Boards and Commissions.
a. Joint Fire Service Advisory Board (Erichsrud). Meeting 2-12-2019
b. Planning Commission (Scholtes)

c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.

Charter Commission (Scholtes).
Board of Zoning Adjustments and Appeals (City Council).
Board of Building Appeals (Gaylord).
Joint Powers Animal Control (Scholtes/Fletcher). Minutes 4-30-18
Blue Earth Airport Advisory Commission (Warner).
Board of Review (City Council).
Fire Relief Association Board (Mayor Scholtes)

9. Reports from Standing Committees of the Council.
9.1. Parks & Recreation Subcommittee (Gaylord-Chair). Meeting 2-13-2019
9.2. Street Improvement Subcommittee (Erichsrud
10. Consent Agenda.
11. Old Business.
11.1 Loken Utility Bill
12. New Business.
12.1 Comprehensive Plan-Street System
13. Transfer of Funds and Other Budgetary Matters.
13.1 Investment Report
14. Payment of Claims and Approval of Claims and Appropriations.
14.1. Consideration of payment of the bills
15. City Administrator's Report.
15.1 Payroll summary
15.2 Administrator Report
a. Next Work Session Agenda Items-Tour of Public Works Garage
16. Adjournment.
By Order of the Blue Earth City Council
Timothy Ibisch, City Administrator
Post @ City Hall-Friday, Friday, February 1, 2019 through Monday, February 4, 2019.
Distribute to Mayor & Councilmembers-Media & file
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CITY OF BLUE EARTH MINUTES
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
Tuesday, January 22, 2019 5:00 P.M.
CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Scholtes called the meeting to order at 5:00 P.M.
ROLL CALL
Councilmembers Gaylord, Erichsrud, Cassem,
Mayor Scholtes Present. Huisman was Absent.

Cole,

Warner

and

Staff members present: City Administrator Timothy Ibisch, City
Attorney David Frundt and City Engineer Wes Brown.
DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM
Quorum present.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Scholtes led the pledge of allegiance.
MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Public Present: Chuck Hunt Faribault County Register and Norm
Hall KBEW, Ann Hanna, Daryle Pomranke, a representative from
Aerospace, and Joe Franta.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion by Warner, second by Cole to approve the minutes from the
Work Session and Council Meeting of Monday, January 7, 2019. The
motion was approved unanimously.
LICENCES AND PERMITS
First up was a request from Franta/Thompson to Reserve the Fairgrounds for a June 22nd wedding and reception, the request is to
reserve the camping area and back area from June 20th to the 23rd.
Gaylord indicated that it’s a busy time of year to close the camp
ground, as people are traveling and know of the area. Scholtes
stated that he was okay with it, blocking it with the idea of
giving people an advance notice that it would be closed. Gaylord
requested that 4 camping sites be left open to those that would
like to rent a spot on the East side for the weekend.
Scholtes mentioned leaving the spots open with the suggestion
that if the day of there are open sites friends of the wedding
1
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party could rent them. Council gave direction to Ibisch and Holland to deal with the reservation at a staff level.
Motion by Gaylord, second by Cole to leave 4 RV spots open until
the day of the wedding for campers, and authorizing staff to
handle specifics of the rental agreement. The motion was approved unanimously.
Correspondence
Senior Center Newsletter January 2019
Hospital Reconstruction Update
Library Tea
Board of Equalization Reminder
Public Hearing
Next, City Engineer Wes Brown presented the West Industrial Park
Street Reconstruction Project to the Council and the business
owners of the industrial park. The meeting tonight is 1 of 2
hearings required by law of the 429-assessment process under the
state statutes. The project is a joint project with Faribault
County and the City of Blue Earth with Faribault County managing
the project details. The project will be consisting of resurfacing the streets with 3 inches of bituminous, the project will not
consist of any infrastructure replacement. The cost of the work
is estimated to be $367,125.
Blue Earth will be responsible for $57,640, with the county and
state covering $309,485. The assessments for the work will be
around $125,524 to the property owners. Brown indicated that at
this time he doesn’t anticipate any impact to the business but
at times there might be some driveway issues that wouldn’t last
more then a day. The hope is that the project will be completed
by early October pending weather conditions. Ibisch indicated to
the business owners that the City would use emails to give project update from Brown.
REPORTS FROM STAFF
City Engineer Wes Brown: Request to televise the Sailor Street
Sewer project area, the quote is from Empire Pipe Services, Brown
mentioned that there are a lot of unknown sewer service locations
to plan. The sewer televising is to find the exact locations of
the sewer as part of the project. Cost of the televising is
2
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$3984.20. Brown indicated at this time he is looking for the authorization to complete the televising of Sailor Street.
Motion by Gaylord, second by Cole to approve the televising of
the sanitary sewer of Sailor Street. The motion was approved
unanimously.
Brown brought forth the Blue Earth SRTS project and Resolution
19-01 at this time looking to have the second reading on the
change to the ordnance.
Motion by Gaylord, second by Erichsrud to approve Resolution 1901. The motion was approved unanimously.
City Attorney David Frundt: Frundt addressed the 3 Sisters Document Review, indicating that today he had received an email from
Janie Hanson with additional information as to the entity that
they would like to have named as the property owner, as a result
there will need to be some redrafting done. At this time all other terms are agreed upon. Anticipated time of closing will be
early March.
Frundt brought forth Ordinance 19-01 Regulating Subdivisions, the
purpose is changing the sidewalk designations for the SRTS.
Motion by Gaylord, seconded by Cole to approve Ordinance 19-01.
Roll Call: Ordinance 19-01
Councilmember Gaylord
Councilmember Huisman
Councilmember Erichsrud
Councilmember Cassem
Councilmember Warner
Councilmember Cole
Mayor Scholtes

Aye
Absent
Aye
Aye
Aye
Aye
Aye

The motion was approved unanimously
Frundt brought forth the first reading of Ordinance 19-02 Vacating North Sailor Street. The Street is located going up to the
Fox property. The plan is to vacate that section with the neighbors reaching an agreement to put in an easement so that there
will be access to the Fox property and to the city owned property
to the North. Mr. Fox will have a private driveway. Erichsrud in3
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quired if there would be any additional cost to the adjoined
property owners. Frundt indicated that there wouldn’t be any additional cost to them, there are no underline titles. Currently,
he is preparing the necessary deeds to ensure a property easement
for the city. Cassem questioned snow removal. Frundt mentioned
that that will be addressed in the easement agreement.
Secondly, Frundt brought up Ordinance 19-03, Convenience of real
property held by the HRA. The property is located on East 8th
Street and the HRA became the property owner 1 month ago. The
neighbor to the West has interest in the property and so the intent is to turn around and sell the property to the neighbor with
the understanding they will demo the house and rebuilding under a
5-year timeframe.
Frundt then provided a Bonin investigation update. At this time
the anticipation is that the investigator will have the report to
us by this week on Friday, there was transcription that needed to
complete for the report. He is asking the Council to set a special meeting for the purpose of discussion of the results coming
from the investigation in closed session for Monday, January 28th
at 4:30 pm. If for some reason the report is not complete the
special meeting would be cancelled.
Blue Earth Police 2018 Year End Report. Chief Tom Fletcher reviewed the 2018-year end report with the Council. In 2018 the
police department responded to 3,460 calls for service, those
numbers are a 14% decrease in overall calls from 2017. Areas
that were seen in a decrease in calls 133 fewer directed patrol
calls, 131 fewer lock checks, 130 fewer traffic stops and 73
fewer general assist calls. The department seen increase calls
of 76 more parking violations, 32 more ambulance assist, 23 more
civil complaints and 16 more DWI arrest.
The busiest day of the year were Fridays with 537 calls with the
next busiest day being Tuesdays with 535 calls and slowest day
of the week being Wednesdays 450 calls. Fletcher indicated that
during the summer he noticed a trend in the day shift being busier with more calls, more time-consuming calls and only 1 officer working prompting Fletcher to do a study with finding most
of the dispatched time-consuming calls were happening came between the hours of 1pm and 12 am, busiest 3-4 pm with just the
day shift officer on. This year for a trial Fletcher would like
to have an officer 5-3 shift moving them a few hours and doubling up on officers during the busier time frames.
4
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Last year the Police Department hosted the NNO Block Parties,
Home Alone training for kids, Truck or Treat event and educational safety training groups at the Adolescent Treatment Center
in Winnebago. Erichsrud inquired about part time help and how
hiring was going and if he had enough part timers. Fletcher indicated that it has become difficult finding and retaining part
time help to fill shifts, the job market isn’t there that used
to be there, its not just us that is struggling, its county wide
finding qualified people to work part time.
Monthly Liquor Sales Report was included in the packet.
REPORTS FROM BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS
Library Board Liaison Minutes 12-10-2018
Economic Development Authority Minutes 12-13-18
Housing and Redevelopment Authority Minutes 12-11-18
Animal Control Joint Powers Meeting 12-23-19
Motion by Gaylord, second by Warner to approve the reports from
Boards and commissions. The motion was approved unanimously.
Old Business
Scholtes brought forth the 2019 Pool Slide Bids. Ibisch
indicated that at the last meeting we asked for more time to
review bids. Michelle Hall indicated that she had a discussion
with National Structures and found that they basically just bid
a slide not including the slide components such as the support
arms where only an option on the bid that go with the slide, the
company is uncomfortable giving another bid without coming to
the
site
which
would
cost
additional
money.
Hall’s
recommendation is to go with the Avalanche slide and accept the
bid from Horizon.
Motion by Warner, second by Gaylord to
Horizon for the bid amount of $84,945.00.

Accept

the

bid

from

Gaylord inquired if Hall felt comfortable going with Horizon,
and if she’s worked with them in the past. Hall agreed that she
has worked with them and all her product orders go to them that
she can’t get locally.
The motion was approved unanimously.
New Business.
Scholtes brought forth pool roof bids. Ibisch indicated that
earlier last year the pool roof seen some hail damage due to the
5
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storms. The pool roof is covered by insurance and these costs
will not paid by tax payer dollars but rather as part of an insurance claim. The bid ad was run as directed by the Council in
the Faribault County Register with no bids from local contractors. There were 3 bids with Priority Construction out of Rochester being the lowest bid at $19,100.00. Warner inquired of a
time frame the roof would be completed. Ibisch indicated the
Contractors should be back by Spring or weather permitting.
Motion by Gaylord, second by Cole to approve the pool roof bid
of $19,100.00 with Priority Construction. The motion was approved unanimously.
Scholtes addressed the Fire Department Travel Requests, the
request is for the Fire Chief as well as 3 fire fighters to
attend training in Indianapolis. Ibisch indicated that the
training was part of their budget and recommended approval.
Motion by Gaylord, second by Erichsrud to approve the Blue Earth
Fire Department travel request. The motion was approved
unanimously.
Scholtes brought forth the Loken utility bill forgiveness
request.
Ibisch
indicated
that
Ms.
Loken
is
requesting
forgiveness of the sewer bill due to the water softener that was
just installed and continued to recycle. Looking into the 3
months of bills there is no obvious reasons. The landlord
doesn’t believe anything was done incorrectly. The Council felt
the need for additional information and directed Ibisch to
obtain additional information and a discussion with Blue Earth
Light& Water to try and figure out the situation that occurred.
The Mayor noted that after discussion with Mr. Coxworth
addressing the water softener, he didn’t feel there was a
substantial reason for water used, even if the softener was
running continuedly it wouldn’t have used that much water in
that amount of time. Staff will invite Ms. Loken to the next
Council Meeting to address the Councils concerns.
Transfer of Funds and Other Budgetary Matters.
4th Qtr. 2018 Donations for Council Approval
Motion by Cassem, second by Erichsrud to approve the 4th Quarter
Donations of 2018. The motion was approved unanimously
Investment Schedule
6
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Payment of Claims and Approval of Claims and Appropriations.
Consideration of payment of the bills
Motion by Erichsrud, second by Cassem to pay the bills.
The motion was approved unanimously
City Administrator's Report.
Payroll summary
Administrator Report, Ibisch highlighted that the request of the
Council that the Joint Animal Control meeting for discussion of
a new animal shelter and the hope would be to have an update for
the Council at the next meeting. The South West Housing Partnership trip is scheduled for Thursday, January 24th, anyone that
can make it is welcome to attend.
Motion by, second by to adjourn the meeting. The motion was approved unanimously. Mayor Scholtes adjourned the City Council
Meeting at 6:26 P.M.

7

CITY OF BLUE EARTH MINUTES
CITY COUNCIL WORKSESSION
Tuesday, January 22, 2019 @ 4:30 P.M.

Call to order.
Scholtes called the meeting to order at 4:30 P.M
Roll call.
Mayor Scholtes noted that Councilmembers Gaylord, Erichsrud, Cassem,
Warner and Cole were present. Huisman was absent.
Staff present: City Administrator Timothy Ibisch, City Attorney
David Frundt and City Engineer Wes Brown.
Public Present: Chuck Hunt Faribault County Register and Norm Hall
KBEW, Dan Woodring Interfaith Caregivers, Roger Davis Blue Earth Fire
Department, Cindy Lyon Blue Earth Chamber.
Old Business
N/A
New Business
Mayor Scholtes brought forth Dan Woodring from Interfaith Caregivers
with the presentation on how to become a Dementia Friendly Community.
Dan addressed the importance of raising awareness about dementia and
changing the way people think, act and talk about dementia. 94,000
Minnesotans age 65 and up live with Alzheimer’s disease and the number
continues to grow. Ibisch inquired what can the City do to help?
Woodring suggested trainings would be a good start with the training
of office staff, EMS, Police, EMS and the Fire Department. Lyon
suggested the training of local business as well. Scholtes suggested
having open training and having Interfaith Caregivers staff give the
direction. Ibisch noted that there is a gap in the regular safety
training that would allow for City Council and Staff to get training
in April. He will plan on setting that up.
Next, Scholtes addressed Fire Chief Roger Davis for the Blue Earth
Fire Department Annual Report. Davis indicated that the department
had seen a change in mid-October in the reporting system with the
State. In 2018 the Department responded to 99 fire incidences,9
Elmore Auto aid, 5 mutual aid given and received 1 mutual aid. Davis
discussed training hours and years of service in the direction of

the fire department. Currently there are no retirements, leave of
absences, or new hires. Davis indicated that they had 2 resignations
in 2018 and 1 more resignation is pending currently. Scholtes
inquired about the training hours and what trainings are mandatory
and which would be volunteer. Davis indicated that the mandatory
trainings are non-paid as they are a requirement to be a fire fighter
and volunteer training hours are paid trainings. Davis mentioned that
next year there are 2 spots for officers on the department up for
elections with one being Fire Chief and the other Captain. After
discussion the Council thanked Davis for his hard work and asked that
the Annual Report be presented to the Joint Fire Board. Davis will
present in February to the townships.
Mayor Scholtes adjourned the Work Session at 5:00.
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CITY OF BLUE EARTH MINUTES
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
Monday, January 28, 2019 4:30 P.M.
CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Scholtes called the meeting to order at 4:30 P.M.
ROLL CALL
Councilmembers Gaylord, Huisman, Erichsrud,
Mayor Scholtes Present. Cassem Absent.

Cole,

Warner

and

Staff members present: City Administrator Timothy Ibisch, City
Attorney David Frundt.
DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM
Quorum present.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Scholtes led the pledge of allegiance.
MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Public Present: Chuck Hunt Faribault County Register, Chief Tom
Fletcher, and Officer Chad Bonin.
REPORTS FROM STAFF
City Attorney David Frundt: Frundt brought forth the report from
the investigator regarding the misconduct allegations against
Officer Bonin. He reviewed the status of the situation with Officer Bonin and asked if he was aware of the situation. Bonin
indicated that he was and that he planned to address the situation with his legal counsel at the next regular meeting on February 4th. Frundt then indicated that the Council should move into Closed session to discuss the report’s findings.
Motion by Cole, second by Gaylord to move into Closed session to
discuss allegations of employee misconduct report. The motion
was approved unanimously. (4:37 pm)
Motion by Gaylord, second by Huisman to close the Closed session
to discuss allegations of employee misconduct report. The motion
was approved unanimously. (5:12 pm)
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City Attorney Frundt indicated that the Council had discussed
the situation, and that no action was being taken at this time.
Motion by Gaylord, second by Erichsrud to adjourn the meeting.
The motion was approved unanimously. Mayor Scholtes adjourned
the City Council Meeting at 5:15 P.M.

2

Resolution 19-03
Ordering Improvement and Advertisement for Bids
WHEREAS, the City Council met on December 17, 2018 and fixed a date for a public hearing and
received the feasibility report on Improvement No. F17.117830, the proposed improvement of Welk
Drive (CSAH 63) from West First Street (CSAH 16) to the Union Pacific Railroad Crossing, Industrial
Drive (CSAH 63) from Welk Drive (CSAH 63) to Commerce Drive (CSAH 63), and Commerce Drive
(CSAH 63) from West First Street (CSAH 16) to the Union Pacific Railroad Crossing, and
WHEREAS, ten days’ mailed notice and two weeks’ published notice of the hearing was given, and the
hearing was held thereon on the 22nd day of January 2019, at which all persons desiring to be heard were
given an opportunity to be heard thereon,
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BLUE EARTH,
MINNESOTA:
1. Such improvement is necessary, cost-effective, and feasible as detailed in the feasibility report.
2. Such improvement is hereby ordered as proposed in the feasibility report adopted by the City
Council on December 17, 2018.
3. Such improvement has no effect on the comprehensive municipal plan as it is a reconstruction of
an existing street.
4. Faribault County is hereby designated as the engineer for this improvement. The engineer shall
prepare plans and specifications and let bids for the making of such improvement.
5. The city council declares its official intent to reimburse itself for the costs of the improvement
from the proceeds of tax-exempt bonds.
Adopted by the council this 4th day of February 2019.

_________________________________
Mayor

___________________________________
City Administrator

Faribault County Animal Control
Minutes
April 30, 2018
Call to Order:
Meeting was called to order at 10:00 am.
Members present: Chris Ziegler, Tim Ibisch, Tom Fletcher, Mike Gormley, Eric Olson, and
Deb Johnson.
Absent Scott Adams and Bjorn Olson.
Staff Present:
Approval of Minutes: March 30, 2017
Motion by Ibisch, second by Gormley to approve minutes for March 30, 2017. Passed
unanimously.
Old Business: None
New Business:
Budget Discussion: Ibisch presented the proposed budget for 2018. The actual expenses from
2018 totaled $3,880.39. For the 2018 budget, Ibisch suggested a small increase to the budget,
bringing the total to $4,010.44. The prorated expenses for 2017 are broken down for each city.
Blue Earth pays 30%, Faribault County pays 50.3%, Elmore pays 5.60%, Winnebago pays
12.25% and Delavan pays 1.70%.
Motion by Ibisch, second by Gormley to approve the budget for 2018. Passed unanimously.
Liability Coverage: Ibisch presented the liability coverage wavier from Min Iowa Insurance.
The Faribault County Joint Entity Animal Control board agreed to not waive the monetary limits
on municipal tort liability. By waiving the liability, an individual claimant would be able to
recover no more than $200,000.00 on any claim to which the statutory tort limits apply.
Motion by Gormley, second by Ibisch to not waive limits for Faribault County Joint Entity
Animal Control. Passed unanimously.
Other Business
Johnson mentioned there are new volunteers assisting at the pound. The FCHS is looking for
new foster homes, since they are a no kill humane society foster homes are needed. Johnson
addressed the Farrow cat situation with the increased in numbers of stray cats. There is concerns
because the cats are not vaccinated, spayed or neutered. There is a program that would assist in
this, but it does come with a fee. Ibisch inquired the fee, Johnson indicated it would cost $50.00
per cat.
Motion by Ibisch, second by Gormley to adjourn the meeting at 10:55a.m.

the earth so rich the city grows
Date: 1/31/2019
To: City Council
From: Timothy Ibisch, City Administrator
Subject: Loken Bill Forgiveness
Rather the discussion at the last Council meeting, I spoke with Light and Water regarding the
high bill forgiveness request. They indicated that the meter was installed in March of 2017 and
that it is generally read electronically. In this case, when they identified the high number
personnel physically went to the site and checked it. It was working and in regular function. The
staff found that the issue was not on BE L&W’s side.
They chose not to speculate regarding the cause of the water loss. They did note that often when
bills of this nature come up it is a toilet running in the basement that is the issue, apparently this
is not uncommon.

Action: the Council should decide how to address this request. No action is required.

Chapter 6: Street System
The street system is an essential aspect of community development in Blue Earth. Historically,
the layout and character of city streets was one of the fundamental factors shaping the
development of Blue Earth. The street system continues to play a key role in the form and
function of the community. Streets provide access to property and the ability for land to
develop. Commercial and industrial land uses rely on this access to conduct business. Streets
allow people to move throughout the community. The physical design of streets influences the
character of residential neighborhoods and commercial districts.
The street system is not solely about vehicular movement. Pedestrian and other forms of non‐
vehicular travel must also be considered in planning for the future of Blue Earth.
This chapter of the Comprehensive Plan describes how Blue Earth will maintain a functional,
efficient, and safe street system. The update of the Street System Plan is based on the current
system and the future land use plan. No projections of future traffic and street operation were
made in conjunction with the update. The Street System Plan consists of three elements:




Existing system
Future system plan
Goals and policies

Goals and Policies
The Street System Plan includes a set of goals and policies to guide decisions and regulations
that will implement this Plan.
Goal 1: Create a system of streets that provides for convenient and safe movement within and
across the community.
1.1 Adopt and follow a functional classification of roadways that coordinates roadway use and
roadway design
1.2 Establish a system of collector and arterial streets that serve as the primary traffic corridors.
1.3 Establish a system of local streets, sidewalks and trails that allow people of all ages to walk
or bicycle easily without having to travel on primary traffic corridors.
1.4 Plan and preserve rights‐of‐way for future collector street corridors in developing areas.

1.5 Work with Faribault County and the State to implement the Street System Plan.
1.6 Provide for the safe and efficient movement of vehicular traffic across the DM&E rail lines
at locations across the community.
Goal 2: Coordinate the street system with the land use plan.
2.1 Review proposed site plans and plats to ensure the street design and capacity matches the
development and related transportation demands.
2.2 Apply streets designs that help achieve the objectives of the Land Use Plan while providing
adequate traffic flow and safety across and around the community.
2.3 Design and construct streets that allow for the efficient removal of snow and other
maintenance activities.
2.4 Ensure that all developed areas have adequate access for public safety services.
2.5 Attempt to emulate the grid pattern of the older parts of the City when possible.
2.6 Create an interconnected system of streets that avoid the use of cul‐de‐sacs when
possible.
Goal 3: Provide right‐of‐way and road widths that are sufficient to meet the needs of each
street.
3.1 Consider the following elements in planning for the construction of new streets and the
construction of existing streets:






Drive lanes (2‐4)
Dedicated turn lanes
On‐street parking and/or bike lane
Center median
Grass boulevard with trees



Sidewalk or trail

3.2 Use Land Platting and Subdivision Regulations and public improvement policies to implement
the Street System Plan.
3.3 Work with Faribault County and the State to achieve local design objectives in projects
undertaken by other jurisdictions.

Goal 4: Provide and maintain good quality street surfaces.
4.1 Establish and follow a program of street reconstruction and repair throughout the City.
4.2 Establish policies for the equitable sharing of costs and the levy of special assessments for
street reconstruction.
4.3 Coordinate the activities of City departments, public and private utilities, and other
governmental jurisdictions to avoid untimely street and utility construction and
reconstruction projects.
Goal 5: Enhance the existing network of pedestrian and bicyclist routes through the City
5.1 Establish and follow a written policy and plan for the location and financing of sidewalks.
5.2 Sidewalks will be installed along both sides of Collector and Arterial streets by either the land
developer or the City.
5.3 Sidewalks will be installed on both sides of local streets connecting or providing access to
other neighborhoods, public or quasi‐public facilities, commercial and industrial areas.
5.4 The City will construct sidewalks as part of street reconstruction projects.
5.5 Residential sidewalks will be separated from the curb by a boulevard sufficiently wide to
accommodate trees as they mature.
5.6 Sidewalks on Collector and Local Streets shall be built at the expense of the developer or
owner unless the street is built as a municipal project, in which case the City will build them
and assess the cost as part of the project. Sidewalks installed in existing developed areas will
follow the same financing procedure.
5.7 The development and implementation of plans for sidewalk improvements should be
coordinated with current and future trails as described in the Parks and Trails chapter of the
Comprehensive Plan.

Existing System

List of Seal Coated Streets

INVESTMENT SCHEDULE
CITY OF BLUE EARTH
FEBRUARY 4, 2019

CURRENT INVESTMENTS
INSTITUTION
FIRST BANK OF BE

INSTRUMENT
GENERAL CHECKING ACCT#415017300

INTEREST
2.66%

MATURITY

CURRENT

1/30/2019 $

5,943,218

LONG TERM INVESTMENTS
INSTITUTION

INSTRUMENT

1 NORTHLAND SECURITIES

CERT. OF DEPOSIT
FEDERAL SECURITY
CERT. OF DEPOSIT
CERT. OF DEPOSIT
CERT. OF DEPOSIT
CERT. OF DEPOSIT
CERT. OF DEPOSIT
CERT. OF DEPOSIT

2 NORTHLAND SECURITIES
3 NORTHLAND SECURITIES
4 NORTHLAND SECURITIES
5 NORTHLAND SECURITIES
6 NORTHLAND SECURITIES
7 NORTHLAND SECURITIES
8 NORTHLAND SECURITIES

INTEREST
GENERAL INVESTMENT
GENERAL INVESTMENT
GENERAL INVESTMENT
GENERAL INVESTMENT
STREET FUND RESERVE
GENERAL INVESTMENT
GENERAL INVESTMENT
GENERAL INVESTMENT

MATURITY
10/31/2020
5/24/2024
9/9/2019
9/9/2020
9/9/2024
1/11/2021
8/23/2021
12/26/2019
TOTAL

CURRENT
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

100,000
175,000
100,000
100,000
200,000
200,000
200,000
125,000
1,200,000

LONG TERM INVESTMENTS DETAILS
1 Certificate of Deposit. Wells Fargo Bank Sioux Falls, SD. 2.950% interest rate paid monthly. Call date 10/12/2018 and maturity date 10/13/2020.
2 Federal Home Loan Banks fixed interest rate of 2.18% paid semi annual on 5/24 and 11/24. Call date 5/24/2017 and maturity date 5/24/2024.
3 Certificate of Deposit. Goldman Sachs New York. 2% interest rate paid semi annual on March 9th and September 9th. Maturity 9/9/2019.
4 Certificate of Deposit. Goldman Sachs New York. 2.25% interest rate paid semi annual on March 9th and September 9th. Maturity 9/9/2020.
5 Certificate of Deposit. HSCB Bank USA NA MC Lean VA FID. 2% interest paid semi annual on March 9th and September 9th each year. Maturity date 9/9/2024
6 Certificate of Deposit. Capital One Bank Glen Allen VA. 2.05% interest paid semi annual on January and July 11th each year.
7 Certificate of Deposit. MS Bank Salt Lake City, UT. 3.00% interest paid semi annual on February & August 23rd each year. Maturity date 8/23/2021.
8 Certificate of Deposit. Safra National Bank New York. 2.750% interest paid at maturity. Maturity date 12/26/2019.

Name

Gross Pay

Net Pay

ANDERSON, STEVE

3,418.81

2,432.05

ANKENY, BONNIE L.

1,721.06

1,286.33

BEAVER, CHRISTOPHER A.

188.89

162.16

BELASKI, AMBER M.

180.72

146.90

BELL, BODEY G.

2,113.08

1,455.42

BELL, WESLEY H.

2,462.04

1,707.28

BONIN, CHAD R.

2,283.20

1,684.58

BROWN, JARED M.

2,012.53

1,396.41

BRUELLMAN, GAVEN L.

115.80

105.68

CHILDS, DAVID R.

1,547.20

1,108.96

CROFTON, JOSHUA A.

2,051.64

1,541.66

DAVIS, TAMMY

1,885.94

1,361.13

DAVIS, TERRY L.

1,239.71

864.63

ECKHARDT, CORINNE A.

495.93

398.58

2,482.98

1,706.41

FENSKE, KIMBERLY J.

190.76

176.16

FERING, ANDERS H.

144.75

130.87

3,148.35

2,155.47

FELION, MELISSA K.

FLETCHER, THOMAS W.
FRANTA, MARY P.

62.40

17.63

2,526.95

1,581.49

GAYLORD, JANET

322.65

261.45

HAASE, MARK D.

62.64

57.85

2,098.76

1,492.23

GAYDON, EVA C.

HALL, MICHELLE J.
HALL, NORMAN R.
HALVORSON, BRYAN W.
HAUGH, THAREN R.
HEARN, STACY L. FUCHS

30.12

27.81

198.36

150.29

2,659.14

1,990.05

146.58

135.36

HEENAN, MARK W.

2,526.06

1,837.96

HOLLAND, JAMISON R.

3,119.20

2,336.82

IBISCH, TIMOTHY

3,824.80

1,844.62

JAHNKE, LINDA J.

1,473.75

1,114.15

KITTLESON, LISA F.

425.33

365.14

MADSON, NICK J.

302.22

258.03

O'BRIEN, KEEGAN W.

77.20

71.29

OLSON, DAVID L.

1,264.80

943.21

PAUKERT, JORDAN R.

1,007.40

731.37

PAUSEWANG, BARBARA A.
ROGGENKAMP, ECHO M.
SANDERS, CRYSTAL J.

144.75

130.87

1,695.20

1,186.04

135.72

96.52

SKAARE, KEVIN

2,796.55

2,021.99

SONNICKSEN, STEVE D.

2,189.19

1,639.67

SPEAR, BROOKE N.

347.01

297.90

SPENCER, HUNTER C.

150.60

135.52

STEVERMER, MICHAEL
WELLS, CRAIG
Total

167.90

146.50

2,850.91
60,289.58

2,048.97
42,741.41

To: City Council
Date: 2/4/19
Agenda Heading: City Administrator’s Report
“One thing about cold weather: it brings out the statistician in everyone.”
--Paul Theroux


Joint Animal Control. The Animal Control Board met and discussed the presentation from
the Humane Society. They talked about possible locations for the pound. Chris Ziegler from
Winnebago noted that they have a double garage on a property that was going into
foreclosure and that it would be a size improvement and Steve Linde from Elmore noted
that they had a number of vacant buildings which could be used to house a pound. The
Humane Society indicated that they did not want to be outside of Blue Earth, or its near
confines due to their volunteer base. The Board then reviewed sites inside of Blue Earth for
their potential. Currently there do not seem to be any vacant buildings of a nature that
would be feasible for the Humane Society, i.e. zoning and size. After this discussion a
question of whether Wells might be interested in participating in the Joint Powers arose.
This would necessitate a larger facility. Unbeknownst to some of the Board, the Humane
Society has already been taking animals from Wells here in Blue Earth when there is an
overflow. Chris Ziegler and I were tasked with meeting with C.J. Holl and did so on the
25th. He will bring the idea of joining up to his Council. With that in mind, there are
currently 2 options. One is to remain on the current site and build a new building to house
dogs and the other is to see if one of the buildings at the fairgrounds that is currently
underused could be expanded upon. I expect the Joint Powers to meet again in a month to
discuss a budget.



Legislation to Establish Tax Credit Contribution Fund. The Tax Credit Contribution
Fund for affordable housing would be an effective tool for cities to spur affordable and
workforce housing developments. The bill (SF 404, Sen. Carla Nelson, R-Rochester),
creates the Minnesota Tax Credit Contribution Fund, modeled after North Dakota’s Housing
Incentive Fund (HIF). The bill would allow any taxpayer with state income, corporate, or
insurance premium tax liabilities to receive a dollar-for-dollar tax credit against their state
tax liability if they contribute to a state fund geared toward developing or rehabilitating
affordable housing. Contributors could also make project-specific contributions, making it
easier for employers who need workforce housing. Since its inception in 2011, North
Dakota’s HIF has leveraged almost $5 for every $1 invested and has created more than
2,500 units across North Dakota.



St. Luke’s Update. One of the ongoing projects that the EDA is hoping to motivate this
year is the remodel of part of the St. Luke’s facility into additional independent living units.
This is part of a stepped-up housing focus that the HRA and EDA have put in place based

on the City Council directives to focus on housing. Mary Kennedy and I met with Margaret
Brandt, the St. Luke’s Director, in January and stressed the importance of this project. She
agreed and noted that the she would make every effort to request the board take action,
either in favor or against, so that at least we know which action to take. Additionally, she
indicated that the project management component might be problematic with her other job
responsibilities. Based on the feedback from the Council and the EDA, I told her that we
would be glad to help fill that role. We have completed a number of successful projects of
this nature and I believe we could support them very adequately. I hope to have some
additional feedback in the next month.


EDA annual report. The EDA had a busy year in 2018 with the transition to the CEDA
contract and then the decision to expand the contract. Mary Kennedy will be on hand to
detail a number of the projects that were completed last year as well as the priorities of the
EDA in 2019. Amongst those are a focus on housing and the execution of the 3 Sisters
project. It’s clear that additional signage for the housing development and the business park
are priorities as well. I am hoping that 2019 will bring the sale of an additional lot and have
provided Mary with support to go out and bring a business into town. In addition, the REV
program is in year 2 and will be hitting its stride. We received the scatter map that was
created by local residents in November and she will share that as well. Please ask questions
and let me know if you have ideas.



Chamber of Commerce Annual Meeting. Thanks to all those who attend the Chamber
Banquet. It was a great event and honored some very fine people. Especially Lars Bierly, he
serves as the Chairman of the HRA and on the board of BE L&W. These civic minded
people are key towards having the participatory local government that so many people enjoy
in our community. For those unable to attend, Ms. Lyon is expected to present her budget at
the February 19th meeting.



SWMHP trip. The trip to Worthington went quite well. Thanks to the folks who attended.
Mary Kennedy and the staff at SWMHP do a very good job. The HRA has committed to
proceeding with spec homes in 2019 and I think that the project will be a very interesting
one. I hope to see increased foot traffic and potential sales as the spring approaches and the
street is completed. Population growth is clearly very important to the long-term success of
our community.



Community Marketing Campaign. We are also entering year 2 of the Community
marketing campaign. This is another effort made in conjunction with the Community
Foundation, the EDA , HRA, the hospital, BE L&W, BEAS to put our community in a
positive light and focus on growth opportunities. We’ve got a meeting set for February 20th
at 10:30 am with Otto Media Group to discuss their proposals for the continuation of the
Project. Lars Bierly is leading the charge and if you have questions about it, let me know.



Snow Plowing. A big shout out to the PWD for doing an excellent job on snow removal in
difficult conditions. While we are enjoying a warm house, they are out clearing the snow.
Please let me know if you have questions or get complaints from residents regarding the
snow removal.

Meetings and Events Attended
January 3
January 4
January 5
January 7
January 8
January 9
January 10
January 11
January 14
January 15
January 16
January 17
January 18
January 22

January 23

January 24
January 25
January 28
January 29
January 30
February 1
February 2
February 4

Fitness Center Facility Review
Property Insurance Reviews (Bierly)
American Legion Chicken Feed
CEDA
Council Worksession-Humane Society
Regular Council Meeting-Organizational Meeting
Kiwanis
Senior Board
Eagles Club
City Attorney
EDA
City Engineer
Sailor Street Utility Coordination Meeting
Senior Center Facility Review
HRA
Friends of the Library
Library Board
Kiwanis
CEDA
City Attorney
Midwest IT
Public Works Garage Inspection
Senior Center Potluck
St. Luke’s Facility Meeting
Kiwanis
Council Worksession
Regular Council Meeting
CEDA
City Attorney
Animal Control Board
Fire Relief Board
Federal Reserve Conference Call
Animal Control-CJ Holl, Wells, MN
BEA Terrific Kids
Chamber of Commerce Event
Special City Council Meeting
Kiwanis
CEDA
City Attorney
Trip to Worthington, MN SWMHP
American Legion Chicken Fry
Council Worksession
Regular Council Meeting

