To: City Council
Date: 4/3/17
Agenda Heading: City Administrator’s Report
“The first of April is the day we remember what we are the other 364 days of the year.”
- Mark Twain
•

Seante spending targets.

This week showed movement on the Legislature’s work to prepare the state's operating
budget, with budget targets released last Friday, Targets are broad spending and revenue
levels set for each committee -- the amount of money each committee is allowed to spend on
programs and policies under its jurisdiction. They are based, in part, on forecasted state
revenue and previous budgets. Following the release of the targets, committees began work
on the vetting of their respective budget proposals, which includes lengthy committee
hearings and much public input.
A variety of different bills will be heard. The targets of the House, Senate and the Governor
are not close, and a lot of wrangling will be necessary to bring them in line.
•

Streets Clean-up/Summer Help. The summer season is forthcoming and as a result we
have a number of items impending. One is the summer hiring for our aquatic center as well
as the streets staff. If you know of anyone who is looking for summer employment please
send them our way. We generally hire between 25-30 staff for various positions.

•

House, Senate Omnibus Transportation Funding Bills Moving. The House bill contains
a base appropriation of $25 million in the 2018-2019 biennium for the Small Cities
Assistance Account, and the Senate has a one-time appropriation of $10 million for this
account, neither bill includes the city street funding proposal supported by some city groups.
The “Road and Bridge Act” would shift $228 million per year in transportation-related tax
revenues from the general fund into a new account for road and bridge infrastructure

projects. It also proposes $1 billion in trunk highway borrowing over four years and would
institute a $75 annual surcharge on electric vehicles.
•

Green Giant Museum. . I was able to meet with Representative Paul Torkelson (Hanksa)
and Representative Anna Wills (Rosemont), both members of the Legacy Committee
regarding the Green Giant Welcome Center and Museum. Of all of the bills discussed I feel
the legacy proposal has the best chance of becoming law. HF 707 is designated as the “de
facto” Legacy bill and on page 77 you can find the $300,000 for the Green Giant Museum.
If this is approved construction could probably begin in fall of 2017.

•

Fairgrounds Restrooms. Brent Legred has gotten some additional numbers and now Jamie
Holland is working to make sure that we have all of the additional information that we need
to make an informed decision. Right now it looks like a total cost of between $50,000 and
$65,000. This is not a project that was budgeted for and we recommend using some of the
Liquor fund reserve so that the general fund is not impacted. Once the final numbers are
received I will include them so that the Council can make a final decision. We hope that this
project could be completed before the July tournaments take place.

•

Safe Routes to School. Excellent news! Included in the packet is a letter I received from the
State of MN. The City of Blue Earth is selected for a $246,000 grant for our Safe Routes to
School proposal. The City now has options, one of which could be early construction of this
proposed project.

•

Parks and Streets Updates. A couple of items of note:
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§

•

Ten evergreen trees that are 10’ – 15’ will be moved from the WWTP and
transplanted at the Fairgrounds to replace the dying ponderosa pine trees along the
north side.
A tree nursery will be established at the brush site for replacement trees for dying
ash trees and for the Steinberg Park.
Discussion with the city engineer on the roundabout landscaping and what can be
done to improve it.
Re-seeding strips of flowers at the Steinberg Park, delaying the annual prairie burn
due to a spring wedding at the park and marking/labeling plants.
An additional toddler swing will be installed at Putnam Park this spring.
Striping of side lane on exit of Leland onto First Street, crosswalks at the west
entrance to the Fairgrounds and stop bars in front of stop signs on 14th Street with
bolder crosswalks.
Additional “Stop for Pedestrians – State Law” signs and the placement of one at the
swimming pool crosswalk
Landscaping will be occurring around the welcome signs, and this will add to the
beautification of these symbols of our community. Additionally, we will be
landscaping the front of City Hall to complete its restoration.

LGA. Currently the House tax bill includes no additional LGA funding; however it includes
a new sparsity adjustment for cities in the small and medium-sized city formulas. The exact
effect on Blue Earth is yet to be determined. The House and Senate Omnibus bills will have
to go to conference committee and hopefully they will be signed by Gov. Dayton this year.

Meetings and Events Attended
March 6
March 7
March 8

March 9
March 11
March 13

March 14

March 15

March 16
March 17
March 20
March 21

March 22
March 23
March 24
March 27
March 28
March 29

Testify at MN Capitol-Legacy Committee-Green Giant Museum
Regular Council
HRA Redevelopment Discussion
Kiwanis
FCDC
City Attorney
City Engineer
KBEW – Advertising
BE EDA
Parks and Rec Board Meeting
Eagles Club Anniversary Dinner
HRA
Library Board
American Legion Meeting
Kiwanis
Senior Center Board Meeting
Eagles Club
FCDC
County-wide Mitigation Meeting
Convention and Visitor’s Bureau
FC Register – Housing Rehab article
Water Quality Assurance Meeting
Midwest IT
Intern Interviews – MSU, Mankato
Blue Earth Co-op Grand Reopening
Regular Council
Kiwanis
FCDC
Eagles Club Scholarship Review
City Attorney
City Engineer
LMC Legislative conference
Legislative meetings, Bob Gunther, Julie Rosen etc.
Senior Center Potluck
Evelyn Amundson – Item pick-up 3 sisters
Insurance renewals meeting – Lars Bierly
Kiwanis
Young Professionals meet and greet
FCDC
City Engineer
Community Foundation RFP meeting

March 30
March 31
April 1
April 2

Margeret Brandt – St. Lukes’ Teems property
Animal Control Board
Homesavers – HRA
Highland West Development meeting
American Legion Chicken Fry
Senior Center Spring Fling Salad Luncheon

