City of Blue Earth
Minutes Street Committee 
April 4, 2018 @ 4:30 P.M.
Council Chambers 



Call to Order:
Ray Wigern called the meeting to order at 4:30 P.M.  

Members Present: Ray Wigern, Russ Erichsrud, David Classon, Gary Armon and Marty Cassem, Present. Absent Dan Brod

Staff: City Engineer Wes Brown, City Administrator Timothy Ibisch and Blue Earth Light & Water Tim Stoner.
Motion by Armon, second by Erichsrud to approve the Street Committee Meeting Minutes from March 15th, 2018. The motion passed unanimously.  

Old Business:
Wigern mentioned that Erichsrud requested the meeting to take place for further discussion of the 13th, Moore and Galbraith Street project.

Erichsrud indicated that at the next Council meeting the voting will be taking place for the projects for this next year and are we sure these are the projects we want to be completed or if it is just a portion of them that we want completed. Erichsrud addressed Blue Earth Light & Water Tim Stoner if and how long could we wait on the south end of 14th Street. Stoner indicated that they have been down there 2 to 3 times a year fixing those water mains on both of those sections. Stoner implied that if it was up to him with all the work, prework, and bids that you have received to go ahead with the project. 

Wigern indicated that he thought there was a consensus on the project when we had gone back and looked at them and that we were going to have an alternative bid with the 5 blocks across 14th Street and if the bids where to come in to high we wouldn’t do them, but if the bid was reasonable then we would do the five blocks on the other side of 14th Street.

Brown mentioned we had gotten good bids with $150,000.00 under the estimate with the prices on asphalt being $62.00 a ton. Ibisch noted that most of saving is on the South project, looking at the report and the alternative bid the engineers estimate cost was $ 650,721.00 for that portion of the project, with the coming in at $538,360.00. That leaves you $112,000.00 of the savings off the project. The 13th and Moore was bided really close on what the engineer estimated cost would be and where Holtmeier bided the project at.

Erichsrud mentioned that at the last meeting the Green Giant Drive was brought forth and at that time we were not sure how the business in that area felt about the project, indicating that he had spoken with Yeagers and they are only for the project if it’s done with cement and if not, they would like it left graveled.

Brown reviewed the 10-year street plan indicating he added Giant Drive to the streets that needs improvement in 2019. Brown indicated that there was an engineer’s report done on the Giant Drive area back in 2002. 

Wigern inquired if now is the time to do this Giant Drive project, mentioning that now isn’t a really good time to do it. Erichsrud affirmed that this is what he meant that projects come up just like that and you need to be able to address them. Wigern questioned what kind of curb type will be needed; Brown indicated that that would be something that needs to be addressed. Wigern implied that it’s hard to decide on a project when there is not enough known about it. Classon indicated that doing the South project makes sense so that part of town is completed and finished, why come back and have to address it again in the future. Erichsrud affirmed that this meeting was imperative, that way we identify where the street problems are and what we would like to see done. With having ability of taking the recommendation back to Council and knowing we are confident of those recommendations. Wigern addressed balancing out the projects and the planning of the 10-year street plan with when we will be able to complete certain projects and have a quality outcome. Armon mentioned getting the feasibility started on the Giant Drive and seeing what it will take to do this project and making sure of when we can do it.

Motioned by Classon, Second by Cassem to recommend proceeding with the 13th, Moore and Galbraith Street project. 

Wigern requested a vote and a Roll Call was taken.

Roll Call:

Cassem    Aye
Classon    Aye
Armon     Aye
Erichsrud  Aye 
Wigern    Aye

The motion was approved unanimously.

New Business:

Adjourn:
Motion by Erichsrud, second by Classon to adjourn the meeting. Closed the meeting at 4:49 P.M.       




